The Book Of Knowledge

In the Name of Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

24. THE BOOK
OF KNOWLEDGE

Chapter 1. Regarding The
Virtue Of Knowledge

3641. It was narrated that Kathir
bin Qais said: “I was sitting with
Abi Ad-Dardd’ in the Masjid of
Damascus when a man came and
said: ‘O Aba Ad-Darda’, I have
come to you from the city of the
Messenger # (Al-Madinah) for a
Hadith which I have heard that you
narrated from the Messenger of
Allah £, and I have not come for
any other purpose.” He said: ‘I
heard the Messenger of Allah &
say: “Whoever travels a road
seeking knowledge thereby, Allah
will cause him to travel one of the
roads of Paradise. The angels lower
their wings in approval of the
seeker of knowledge. Those who
are in the heavens and on earth,
and the fish in the depths of the
water, pray for forgiveness for the
knowledgeable person. The
superiority of the scholar over the
worshiper is like the superiority of
the moon, on the night when it is
full, over all other heavenly bodies.
The scholars are the heirs of the
Prophets. The Prophets did not
leave behind Dinars or Dirhams,
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rather they left behind a heritage
of knowledge, and the one who
acquires it acquires an abundant
portion.” (Da‘f)
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3642. A similar report (as no. 3641) S A Was - wuey
was narrated from ‘Uthman bin Abi " . , - - s 2 ., ..
Sawdah, from Aba Ad-Darda’, from =~ < (JB AP Bas s igne
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3643. It was narrated that Aba s u“: » ip Al s - vy

Hurairah said: “There is no man o i AT
who follows a path in pursuit of <° ‘QJ @l OF gt it OF uﬁf
knowledge but Allah will make  :. U» @8 &) J,2) 36 136 i34 i
.easy for him a path to Paradise, . . . o .. T
and if a person’s deeds slow him  J¢~ Y Wle &3 Sy b Gl o
down, his lineage will not help him o Um‘ A 4.>J\ u‘/! Gl e AP
to speed up.”” (Sahih) g 2
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Comments:
Knowledge is not merely to know, but it is also to be acted upon, otherwise
having a connection with learned families, and being the progeny of scholars
is of no benefit to a person, and it may likely be a strike against him in the
next life, if he does not act on such knowledge.
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he was sitting with the Messenger
of Allah #, and a Jewish man was
with him, a funeral passed by. He
said: “O Muhammad, does this
corpse speak (in the grave, with the
angels)?” The Prophet i said:
“Allah knows best.” The Jew said:
“It does speak.” The Messenger of
Allah # said: “Whatever the
people of the Book tell you, do not
believe it, and do not deny it. Say:
‘We believe in Allah and His
Messenger.” Then if it is false, you
will not have believed it, and if it is
true, you will not have denied it.”
(Da?)
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3645. Zaid bin Thabit said: “The
Messenger of Allah £¢ ordered me
to learn the writing of the Jews,
and said: ‘By Allah, I do not trust
the Jews to write for me.” So I
learned it, and barely half a month
had passed before I mastered it. I
used to write for him when he
wanted something written, and I
used to read for him when
something was written to him.”
(Hasan)
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Learning foreign languages is not unlawful when there is a need for it.

Chapter 3. Writing Knowledge

3646. It was narrated that
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‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said: “I used to
write down everything that I heard
from the Messenger of Allah &,
wanting to memorize it, but the
Quraish told me not to do that,
and said: ‘Do you write down
everything you hear from him? The
Messenger of Allah & is human,
and speaks when he is angry, and
when he is content.” So I stopped
writing things down. I mentioned
that to the Messenger of Allah &,
and he pointed to his mouth with
his finger and said: ‘Write, for by
the One in Whose Hand is my
soul, nothing comes out of it but
the truth.”” (Sahth)
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Allah said: And he does not speak from his desires. It is but a revelation

revealed. (An-Najm 53:4,5)

3647. It was narrated that Al-
Muttalib bin ‘Abdullah bin Hantab
said: “Zaid bin Thabit entered
upon Mu‘awiyah and asked him
about a Hadith, and he ordered
someone to write it down. Zaid
said to him: ‘The Messenger of
Allah #& told us not to write down
any of his Hadith.” So he erased it.”

(Da'f)
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Comments:
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It is proven through many authentic narrations that the Companions would
write narrations. Scholars have explained that in the early period of Islam,
they was not allowed to write narrations, so that people may not become
confused about what was the Qur'an, and what was other than that. But when
the Companions learned the Qur’an, and learned the Sunnah, there was no
fear of such confusion with the proliferation of knowledge.
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3648. It was narrated that Aba
Sa‘ced Al-Khudri said: “We used
not to write anything but the
Tashah-hud and the Qur’an.”
(Sahih)

3649. Aba Hurairah said: “When
Makkah was conquered, the
Prophet #& stood up..” and he
mentioned the Khutbah; the
Khutbah of the Prophet #z. He
said: “A man from Yemen who was
called Aba Shah stood up and said:
‘O Messenger of Allah, write it for
me.” He said: ‘Write it for Aba
Shah.” (Sahik)
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3650. Al-Walid said: “I said to
Abl ‘Amr: ‘What did they write?’
He said: ‘The Khutbah that he
heard that day.””!"! (Sahih)
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(1 Al-walid is Ibn Mazid, one of the narrators of the previous narration, and Abil ‘Amr is
Al-Awza‘i, from whom Al-Walid heard the previous narration.
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Chapter 4. A Stern Warning
Against Lying About The
Messenger Of Allah 2

3651. It was narrated from ‘Amir
bin ‘Abdullah bin Az-Zubair that
his father said: “I said to Az-
Zubair: ‘What is keeping you from
narrating from the Messenger of
Allah #g, as your companions
narrated from him?’ He said: ‘By
Allah, I was very close to him, but I
heard him say: “Whoever tells a lie
about me deliberately, let him take
his seat in the Fire.” (Sahih)
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Comments:

Many of the Companions were cautious in narrating, lest they make an

unintentional error.

Chapter 5. Speaking About The
Book Of Allah Without
Knowledge

3652. It was narrated that Jundab
said: “The Messenger of Allah &
said: ‘Whoever speaks about the
Book of Allah on the basis of his
own opinion, even if he is right, has
erred.” (Da‘ff)
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Chapter 6. Repeating Words

3653. It was narrated from Aba
Sallam, from a man who served the
Prophet &, that when the Prophet
¥ said a Hadith, he would repeat
it three times. (Hasan)
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Chapter 7. Regarding Speaking
Quickly

3654. It was narrated from Sufydn
bin ‘Uyainah, from Az-Zuhri, from
‘Urwah who said: “Aba Hurairah sat
at the side of ‘Aishah’s apartment
when she was praying, and he said:
‘Listen, O lady of the apartment,
twice (in quick succession).” When
she had finished her prayer, she said:
‘Are you not surprised by this man
and the way he speaks? The
Messenger of Allah #& used to
speak, and if a man wanted to count
the words, he could do so.”” (Sahih)
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3655. It was narrated from Yunus,
from Ibn Shihab that ‘Urwah bin
Az-Zubair narrated to him, that
‘Aishah, the wife of the Prophet
#, said: “Are you not surprised
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that Abad Hurairah came and sat at
the side of my apartment, and
narrated from the Messenger of
Allah #%, making me hear that. I
was offering a voluntary prayer,
and he stood up (and left) before I
finished my voluntary prayer. If 1
had caught up with him I would
have told him: ‘The Messenger of
Allah #£ did not speak as quickly
as you do.”” (Sahih)
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Chapter 8. Caution In Issuing
Fatwa

3656. It was narrated from
Mu‘awiyah that the Prophet &
forbade asking awkward questions.
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3657. Abu Hurairah said: “The
Messenger of Allah £ said:
‘Whoever is given a Fatwa that is
not based on knowledge, his sin is
borne by the one who gave the
Fatwa.” Sulaiman Al-Mahri (a
narrator) added in his Hadith: “The
one who gives advice to his
brother, knowing that what is
better for him lies elsewhere, he
has betrayed him.” This is the
wording of Sulaiman. (Hasan)
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Chapter 9. It Is Disliked To IS A S A C )
Withhold Knowledge - & “ @‘)

3658. It was narrated that Abid J«FLM‘ i u,«,i Wis - ¥ieA

Hurairah said: “The Messenger of P T D S T
Allah # said: ‘Whoever is asked  <° p ‘/U" "b el '/"Lo e
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Comments:

This is related to the knowledge of duties which are basically essential on
every Muslim. It is the duty of the scholars to spread knowledge and tell the
common people about these ba.:c essential duties.

Chapter 10. The Virtue Of A ‘
Spreading Knowledge VJ"J s g 2l - O i)
(Ve Qasl)
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others will hear from you, and
people will hear from those who
hear from you.” (Da‘ff)
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3660. It was narrated that Zaid bin
Thabit said: “I heard the
Messenger of Allah & say: ‘May
Allah bless a man who hears a
Hadith from us, and memorizes it
so that he can convey it to others,
for perhaps he is conveying it to
one who will understand it better
than him, and perhaps the one who
conveys knowledge does not
understand it himself.”” (Sahih)
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It is through this method that what our religion is, will be differentiated from
what came later that others claim is religion.

3661. It was narrated from Sahl
bin Sa‘d that the Prophet & said:
“By Allah, if Allah were to guide
one man at your hand, it would be
better for you than red camels.”
(Sahih)
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Chapter 11. Narrating From
The Children Of Israel

3662. It was narrated that Abu
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of
Allah £ said: ‘Narrate from the
Children of Israel, and there is no
harm.”” (Hasan)
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Comments:

Meaning, without believing or denying, as preceeded in no. 3644.

3663. It was narrated that
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said: “The
Prophet of Allah #& used to
narrate to us about the Children of
Israel until morning came, and
nothing would interrupt him except
the obligatory prayer.” (Da‘f)

Wi B ALA whs - ey
Ao B e G
:,;3313:35,{;;;&@;&“;&;
a B Qe e BA 3 4
e B2 IV L

4 ol Syd e \T'Z\'IC Choy P cply Z\"V/\i.bw-i 4>)>T [u._.w obl;ml] cfﬁ

EZ 2 % SIVES INTPIN PSP S U TG S | PRERTP IR SV I

Chapter 12. Regarding Seeking
Knowledge For Other Than
(The Sake Of) Allah

3664. It was narrated that Abu
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of
Allah # said: ‘Whoever seeks
knowledge that should be sought
seeking the Face of Allah, but he
only seeks it for the sake of some
worldly gain, he will not smell the
‘Arf of Paradise on the Day of
Resurrection.” Meaning, its
fragrance. (Hasan)
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Acquiring knowledge of the religion for worldy gains and fame is among the
greatest causes of humiliation on the Day of Judgment.

Chapter 13. Regarding Telling
Stories

3665. 1t was narrated that ‘Awf bin
Mailik Al-Ashja‘q said: “I heard the
Messenger of Alldh #& say: ‘No
one should tell stories (for
exhortation) except a ruler, or one
who has been given permission (by
the ruler), (anyone else who does
that) is being presumptuous.””
(Hasan)
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It is the duty of those who are at the helm of affairs, to preach the commands
and prohibitions himself, and appoint persons for this purpose who are
worthy of this task. If those who are not well versed in religious knowledge
are appointed for such, their lack of knowledge will lead to misguidance and

discord in the society.

3666. 1t was narrated that Abi
Sa‘eed Al-Khudri said: “I sat with a
group of the poor Muhajirin, and
some of them were screening
others because of their lack of
clothing. A reciter was reciting to
us, when the Messenger of Allah
# came and stood over us. When
the Messenger of Allah #£ stood
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there, the reciter fell silent. He
greeted us with the Salam, then
said: ‘What were you doing?” We
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, he is a
reciter who was reciting to us, and
we were listening to the Book of
Allah.” The Messenger of Allah &
said: ‘Praise be to Allah Who has
placed among my Ummah those
with whom I have been ordered to
keep my soul content. Then the
Messenger of Allah & sat in the
midst of us, to be like one of us,
and he gestured with his hand like
this, and they formed a circle with
their faces towards him. I think
that the Messenger of Allah # did
not recognize any of them apart
from me. The Messenger of Allah
#& said: ‘Receive the glad tidings,
O poor Muhdjirin, of perfect light
on the Day of Resurrection; you
will enter Paradise half a day
before the rich people, and that is
five hundred years.”” (Da‘if)
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3667. It was narrated that Anas
bin Malik said: “The Messenger of
Allah #& said: ‘Sitting with people
who remember Allah, the Most
High, from AIl-Ghadah (Fajr)
prayer until the sun has risen, is
dearer to me than freeing four of
the sons of Isma‘il (from slavery),
and sitting with people who
remember Alldh from ‘Asr prayer
until the sun has set, is dearer to
me than freeing four.” (Da‘f)
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3668. It was narrated that
‘Abdullah said: “The Messenger of
Allah ¥ said to me: ‘Recite Surat
An-Nisg’ to me.’ I said: ‘Should I
recite to you, while it was revealed
to you?’ He said: ‘I like to hear it
from someone else.” So I recited it
to him, and when I reached the
Verse How (will it be) then, when
We bring from each nation a
witness and We bring you as a
witness against these people?!”! I
looked up, and saw that his eyes
were flowing with tears. (Sahih)
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The End of the Book of Knowledge

1 4n-Nisa’ 4:41.
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